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Theme


-This invitation seeks to explore the use of the political cartoons and whether it plays a  key role in swaying people towards racist and dominant cultural ideals. Political cartoons have been around for about as long as the printing press. The words ‘political cartoon’ obviously mean that the cartoons contain some political message. In cartoon form, everyone tends to look at them and either enjoy the picture for the simple art, or some people dive in, uncovering the meaning behind them. This invitation will ask students to look deeper into all forms of cartoons and specifically political cartoons to uncover their power to plant subconscious messages into the mind of a population. 

Relevance to Students


-I plan on using a variety of different comics, political cartoons, art work and videos to really get my students involved. Because all of these forms of media generally appeal to high-school aged kids, they should be on board to participate in all of the activities. The students will be analyzing pictures, writing stories and drawing scenes. Throughout the coarse of each activity, the students will be sharing their unique ideas and view points from the the representations in the activities. The students should gain a deeper understanding of the political cartoon’s impact on society as well as the power of animation. The activities encourage creativity and originality and demand the sensitive effort of every student.

Disrupt the Commonplace


-Students will be provided with materials from many different sources that all encompass visual and written art. The engagement activities ask the students to work outside of their comfort zone and question something as simple as a cartoon. The students have probably grown up seeing cartoons and and comics since they were little, but many of them probably do not stop to think about what they truly mean or their implications on the nation

Consider Multiple View Points


-The very essence of comic form is it’s ability to show things from multiple angles. The engagement activities ask the students to write out a scene shown in all comic form. When they all share what they wrote it out as, they will be experiencing the images from multiple view points. The same is true for when they draw out a paragraph that I provide for them. They will see that their class mates may envision some things very differently from them. Also, I will be providing reference information from political cartoonists themselves. We will look at art work from many different sources and try to understand the view point and angle of each. 

Focus on Sociopolitical


-This entire invitation asks the students to analyze political cartoons that at one time practically drove the political norms of everyday life. Often times, political cartoons do not even focus on politicians, but rather social issue. The students should begin to recognize that they are influenced by the social norms of the time, and they also influence the social norms of tomorrow.

Take Action


-Through each of the activities, I hope to spark a hint of interest in political cartoons and their reach. But also visual and written art in general. Through the engagement activities, the students will be asked to reflect on their position and opinion of their community while also trying to see it from a different perspective. Students will also be pushed to analyze the role of language in domination of social structure. The political cartoons that they create can also be used when and where appropriate.  

Rationale


-I think that students will be drawn to this invitation because of it’s content. Comics, graphic novels and political cartoons have always appealed to younger audiences, so students would be on board from the start. Once they begin to understand the complexity of the images, perspectives, illustrations and words used by political cartoons, they may begin to gain interest in how things have changed because of their use in the past and how they will evolve and change us in the future. I specifically want students to recognize the sociopolitical messages that political cartoons disperse to the population. The engagements encourage students to put their talents in writing and illustrating to use and to illuminate the fact that these are very powerful mediums. 

Gateway Engagement


-I would project or display a political cartoon with the words covered up to the group. w. I would then ask them to analyze the image and decide what words to put into the speech bubbles and descriptions. Then we would go around the group and share what we filled in. After each person shares, they make conclusions about the power of the image and the prevalence of race issues encapsulated in them. The goal is for all of the students to articulate a meaning from the image and strategically insert words as they think they belong. This demands the student to look for the meaning in the image and not simply take it at face value. And it also challenges them to speculate about what they think the political cartoon is trying to say and why. 

First Thematically Linked Instructional Activity


-First I give the students a page from an unknown graphic novel that does not contain any words. A lot happens in one page and I challenge the students to write out what does. This engagement activity seeks make students compose words from images. After each person completes their write up, the students share what they wrote. None of the answers will be exactly the same which is the point because it demonstrates multiple view points. It also challenges non-native speakers to make meaning from images in the English language. I will have some guided questions to help the concluding conversation along. 

Second Thematically Linked Instructional Activity


-This activity is the compliment of the previous. It’s mission is translate words into an image that means roughly the same thing. Again, students will all come up with complete unique work. When sharing the responses, each student can ponder why they all looked so differently and why they chose to represent certain things certain ways. Representation is everything in illustration, so artistic nuances and choices cannot be ignored. I will also provide some guided questions to help direct the students thinking.

Third Thematically Linked Instructional Activity


-This engagement activity asks the students to make a political cartoon for themselves. I will provide some brainstorm questions to get them started and then I would like to let them say whatever they want to say. I will guide the thinking towards school issues, but I will not restrict students from diving into more complicated and taboo subjects. After the completion of the cartoon, the students will share them amongst themselves, stating why they made the artistic choices they did, the words they wrote and the inherent relationship between the picture, words and meaning that they were trying to convey. 

Critical Pedagogy Addressed


-When visual art and words are combined, something magic happens. Suddenly, the reader has a physical image in front of them. An image is not a word, and not only can it be under stood by readers of all languages but it does not sit with the reader the same way. It somehow gets engrained in the mind differently because it is more fun to read, but also because of the power of the image. And although “whites are taught to think of their life as morally neutral, normative, and average,” political cartoons frame and promote images in which whites are superior (McIntosh. 1988. pg. 3). Whether the students are ELL or not, comics are a useful tool because of their ability to combine words and visuals that resonate deeper with the reader. One of the engagement activities that I have the students doing challenges them to examine a series of images and tell the story in words. Then another activity does the reverse, they take a paragraph and illustrate it. These kinds of activities bridge the gap between images, words and meaning and challenge students and teacher to explore how texts work ideologically” (Sluys. 2005. pg. 14) ELL students would be able to use a different set of skills to make meaning and then share what they made. Through describing their artifacts, they further connect images to words in English. The final activity will encourage students to create a political cartoon addressing something in school. in order to do this, students need to “problematiz[e]--[or] seek to understand the problem and it’s complexity” (Mclaughlin. 2004. pg. 54). By the end of the invitation, it is my hope that students will stop simply looking at the surface level of cartoons, understand that they written from a certain point of view to another, recognize that these cartoons are completely sociopolitical and give them the opportunity to try one out for themselves. 

Standards Addressed: 

-Speech and Communication:


SPC.1.10 
Analyze the impact of the media on the democratic process (including 


exerting influence on elections, creating images of leaders, and shaping 


attitudes) at the local, state, and national levels. [11.7.10/12.7.10]


SPC.1.11 
Interpret and evaluate the various ways in which events are 


presented and 
information is communicated by visual image-makers (such 


as graphic artists, documentary filmmakers, illustrators, and news 


photographers). [11.7.11/12.7.11]


SPC.1.16 
Deliver reflective presentations that: [11.7.16/12.7.16]



-explore the significance of personal experiences, events, conditions, or 

concerns, using appropriate speech strategies, including narration, 

description, exposition, and persuasion.



-draw comparisons between the specific incident and broader themes and 

illustrate beliefs or generalizations about life.



-maintain a balance between describing the incident and relating it to more 

general, abstract ideas.

                  SPC.1.18 
Deliver oral responses to literature that: [11.7.18/12.7.18]



-demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the significant ideas of 

literary works and make assertions about the text that are reasonable and 

supportable.



-present an analysis of the imagery, language, universal themes, and 

unique aspects of the text through the use of speech strategies, including 

narration, description, persuasion, exposition, or a combination of those 

strategies.



-support important ideas and viewpoints through specific references to the 

text and to other works.



-demonstrate an awareness of the author’s style and an appreciation of the 

effects created.



-identify and assess the impact of ambiguities, nuances, and complexities 

within the text.

-Composition

                   CMP.1.3 
Use point of view, characterization, style, and related elements for specific 

narrative (communication) and aesthetic (artistic) purposes. 

[11.4.3/12/4/3]
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The Cause to Question


From movies, to music and social media, information has been passed along in your lives through film, sound, or images. Today, we see thousands of clips of media every day. Each and every one of them is trying to make us think in a certain way about some thing. For many years, newspapers were the main source of information. In this time, political cartoons influenced individual’s political and social outlooks on the world.  These very concise, and often funny cartoons actually play a large role in controlling how the entire population thinks. 


I am not talking about brain wash here, but I am suggesting that political cartoons have some level of control. The key to understanding political cartoons is in the combination of art and words that have something to say, you must look at the issue from all angles. Do not simply look at these pictures at face value, because there is a lot more information being provided than that. And that information could be the key to explaining why certain things are the way they are or why they are shifting from that. In recognizing the deeper meaning behind all political cartoons, we start to understand how this tool has been used to maintain the dominant culture.


-What do political cartoons try to do?


-How come political cartoons can be so influential?


-Who’s voices are mainly represented in political cartoons?


-How can political cartoons be used to change the outlook on a person, place or situation?


-What is the future of political cartoons?

Gateway Activity

· You are invited to look at political cartoons and their implications in the social and political setting. I am going to present you with different political cartoons with empty dialogue bubbles and descriptions. I want you to examine each of them and decide what should be written and where. Do not simply fill in whatever you want, but compose realistic dialogue and descriptions based on the visual information that you have. 

-When you decide what to write, think about:



-How does the cartoon makes you feel?



-Who/How are the people are being represented?



-What do you think it is trying to make you think?
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-After everyone has come up with words for at least one of the cartoons we will go around and share the new creation. After you read aloud what you filled in, describe why you choose to include what you did. Here are some guided questions to prompt your thinking.



-Did you feel like you could decipher the cartoon without the words? And why?



-What do you think is going on in the cartoon?



-How did the representations of different races influence what you wrote?


-Once everyone has shared, reveal what the cartoons really said. At this point, please 
have a conversation with a buddy about: 



-What group of people do you think wrote it and why? 





-Which stereotypes are being perpetrated in the image?

· What kind power structure is this cartoon trying to promote?
-If you want to check out more racist cartoons, the life of a political cartoonist, or animated video political cartoons check out the links below.

Additional Resources:



This website offers 50 of the most racist political cartoons of all time. It offers a 

great view of the representation of stereotypes.



http://www.complex.com/pop-culture/2012/11/50-most-racist-political-
cartoons/the-man-who-won-the-elephant-at-the-raffle#galleryS 



Video political cartoons and everything else



http://www.jibjab.com/ 



Video Clip about being a political cartoonist



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hU6cTIEJ6Ec 



The evolution and use of the political cartoon



http://www.people.vcu.edu/~djbromle/cartoon04/anne/
Thematically Linked Instructional Activity #1

-I am presenting you a series of comic boxes. They were a part of a graphic novel that does not have any words but it still tells a very complex story. I would like you to analyze the sequence and then write out in words, what is happening. Please elaborate and use as much imagery and detail as you can. 
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-Take at least 10 minutes to think and write and then everybody should read their response aloud. When doing this, you will see the same exact story from multiple points of view. Take note of what is different and similar to your response and be ready to share.


-Now, understanding that everyone’s response is different for a reason, have a 
conversation with a buddy using these questions to guide your conversation: 



-What aspects of the picture were highlighted to some people and not others? 

Why?



-What aspects of the story do you think that the illustrator wanted you to notice?



-How and why did you describe the characters the way you did?



-What details of the picture were left out and which were included? Why?



-How did the illustrator tell a story using only pictures?

-When conversing with a buddy, you should start to recognize that your interpretation of the pictures is based off of your previous life experience. You may have also noticed how hard it was to turn images into words. But do not worry, images and descriptions are not the same thing and it takes practice to make sense of one with the other. It is mostly important to recognize that pictures hold significant meanings that people can understand fast and easily. 

-Check out the link below to get a more in-depth look at the relationship of words and their meaning.


Additional Resources:



An essay on the relationship between an image and it’s meaning to people



http://cseweb.ucsd.edu/~goguen/courses/271sp03/spapers/cartoons/Cartoons.htm 

Thematically Linked Instructional Activity #2

-I am giving you a paragraph of a story. Please read it carefully and then draw it out in either picture or comic form. Please be sure to illustrate as many details as you can:



I set down again, a-shaking all over, and got out my pipe for a smoke; for the 

house was all as still as death now, and so the widow wouldn't know. Well, after a 

long time I heard the clock away off in the town go boom—boom—boom—twelve 

licks; and all still again—stiller than ever. Pretty soon I heard a twig snap down 

in the dark amongst the trees—something was a stirring.  I set still and listened.  

Directly I could just barely hear a "me-yow! me-yow!" down there.  That was 

good!  Says I, "me-yow! me-yow!" as soft as I could, and then I put out the light 

and scrambled out of the window on to the shed.  Then I slipped down to the 

ground and crawled in among the trees, and, sure enough, there was Tom Sawyer 

waiting for me. (Twain. 1885. pg. 24)

-In order to complete this exercise fully, please spend at least a half hour illustrating. Then, go around and share what you have created. When presenting it to the others in the group, describe why you made the artistic choices that you did. Use these questions to guide your explanation:



-Why did you draw the characters the way you did?



-How did you decide which details to include and which to leave out?



-How do you understand the graphic representation of the story differently than 

the written form?

-In the conversations you are had, you probably noticed a mutual difference in the way people went about portraying the main character. First of all, the reader would have to recognize the race of the main character based on their knowledge of the text, or their ability to read into details that are not explicitly stated.  Representations of different races in cartoon form generally exaggerate defining features and highlight the negatives. Compare amongst the group how you went about drawing the character and why you think you did what you did.

-Compare your cartoons to some of the racist ones on the site below. How close were your representations?


Additional Resources


-This website offers 50 of the most racist political cartoons of all time. It offers a 

great view of the representation of stereotypes.



http://www.complex.com/pop-culture/2012/11/50-most-racist-political
cartoons/the-man-who-won-the-elephant-at-the-raffle#galleryS
Thematically Linked Instructional Activity #3

-For this activity, I challenge you to create a relevant and meaningful political cartoon. To start things off, brainstorm with a partner about some issues in the school or community that you think are important. When coming up with an something to address, it is critical to remember that you will need to identify a problem that you can take a solid stance on. From there you need to think about how you want to represent the issue or the solution to the issue in words, plus an image that can leave an impact on the reader. Here are some questions to spark ideas. I do not want you to try and answer any of these questions, but I want you to use them to identify problems to address:



-What are some problems in the classroom that could be easily fixed?



-What do you, as a student, specifically dislike about school?



-How could time in the classroom be more fun and informative?



-How do you feel about and fit in to the social structure in high school?



-What is it like to be a high schooler?



-Name one thing that you think is unfair and could be fixed.



-Think of an issue in your home community that could be fixed.

-Once each pair has completed a political cartoon, go around and share your creations. Let the audience examine the cartoon and try to decide what it is trying to say. Then invite them to share what they think. Let everybody give their interpretation of the cartoon before revealing what it really means.  After that, the artists can explain the cartoon. They should:



-Identify the problem they are illuminating.



-Tell us what their cartoon is specifically trying to say.



-Explain their artistic choices and their use of dialogue and descriptions to convey 

a message.

Now, you should have a class set of political cartoons that are meaningful to you. We can post them around the school (where appropriate) and we can also use the issues presented as a starting place for future lessons, activities and invitations. We can even try to send some of them into one of the links below.


Additional Resources



This documentary recounts the life and political cartooning career of Dr. Seuss



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6pMVW0L7L50


For those interested in continued political cartoon studies



http://www.cartoonstock.com/newscartoons/newscartoon.asp


Video political cartoons and everything else



http://www.jibjab.com/ 



Video Clip about being a political cartoonist



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hU6cTIEJ6Ec 



The evolution and use of the political cartoon



http://www.people.vcu.edu/~djbromle/cartoon04/anne/
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