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This strategy guide introduces Carousel Brainstorming, also known as Rotating Review, and offers suggestions 
to implement this technique in your classroom for brainstorming about new topics or reviewing learned 
information.

Carousel Brainstorming (also known as Rotating Review)  provides scaffolding for new information to be learned 
or existing information to be reviewed through movement, conversation, and reflection. According to Project 
CRISS, Carousel Brainstorming is a cooperative learning activity that can be used both to discover and discuss 
background knowledge prior to studying a new topic, as well as for review of content already learned.  This 
technique allows for small group discussion, followed by whole-class reflection.

While taking part in Carousel Brainstorming, small groups of students rotate around the classroom, stopping at 
various “stations” for a designated period of time (usually 1-2 minutes).  At each station, students activate their 
prior knowledge of a topic or concept and share their ideas with their small group.  Each group posts their ideas 
at each station for all groups to read.

Choose several major topics/concepts that are new to your students or that are being reviewed from a lesson 
previously taught.  Write each topic/question at the top of a piece of chart paper, and tape the paper to the 
wall.  Following are some examples that you might use in your classroom:

• Before beginning a lesson on the civil rights era, you might post the names of some key people and events 
from this time in history to draw out students’ background knowledge.

• Upon finishing The Diary of Anne Frank, you might choose to pose different critical thinking questions about 
the novel as a means to review the story.

• After a unit on plants, you might post guiding questions about the major topics covered in the unit to review 
the material.

Divide your class into groups of three or four and assign each group a different colored marker with which they 
will write their responses on the chart paper.  Assign each group to a particular “station” or piece of chart 
paper. 
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Give groups 1-2 minutes to discuss the topic/concept/question noted on the piece of chart paper among their 
group members and then write down everything they know or have learned about the topic on that particular 
piece of chart paper (using their assigned colored marker).

After the allotted 1-2 minutes, each group should rotate to the next station where they will read the new 
topic/concept/question and what others have written about it, discuss it with their group, and add new 
information.  Students can also write questions about things that other groups wrote (existing answers/notes 
about the topic/question).

Continue this process until each group is back to their original station. 

Wrap up the brainstorming session by having a discussion about the topics on each piece of chart paper and 
reading/discussing what each group wrote, answering questions as you go.

Have your students organize the information from the brainstorming session by using a graphic organizer, 
writing a summary, or doing a gallery walk, recording useful information.

Grades   9 – 12  |  Lesson Plan  |  Standard Lesson
Reaching Across Time: Scaffolded Engagements With a 19th-Century Text

Students in the 21st century need to build background knowledge and fill in textual gaps to enter the unfamiliar 
world of “Bartleby the Scrivener: A Story of Wall Street.”

Grades   9 – 12  |  Lesson Plan  |  Standard Lesson
Gaining Background for the Graphic Novel Persepolis: A WebQuest on Iran

To prepare students for reading the graphic novel Persepolis, this lesson uses a WebQuest to focus students' 
research on finding reliable information about Iran before and during the Islamic Revolution.

Grades   6 – 8  |  Lesson Plan  |  Recurring Lesson
Using a Word Journal to Create a Personal Dictionary

Students will be the definition of vocabulary experts as they use the skills they learn in this lesson to track, 
define, and ultimately master unfamiliar words.

Grades   3 – 5  |  Lesson Plan  |  Standard Lesson
Native Americans Today

This lesson challenges students' views of Native Americans as a vanished people by asking them to compare their 
prior knowledge with information they gather while reading about contemporary Native Americans.

Grades   K – 2  |  Lesson Plan  |  Minilesson
It Doesn’t Have to End That Way: Using Prediction Strategies with Literature

After listening to the beginning of a story, students use details in the text, personal experience, and prior 
knowledge to predict the way the story will end.

Grades   6 – 8  |  Lesson Plan  |  Standard Lesson
Viking Voyagers: Navigating Online Content Area Reading

Students set sail on an online Viking voyage, collaborating to research aspects of Viking culture and then applying 
their newfound knowledge as they navigate the interactive Viking Quest Game.

Grades   6 – 12  |  Professional Library  |  Book
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Classroom Strategies for Interactive Learning

This popular collection provides literacy skill-building strategies for helping students learn in all curricular areas.
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